
Japanese internment happened over 50 years ago, 
and yet has been brought back under the public 
eye this election season.

According to YouGov polls,

1 out of every 3

Trump and Cruz supporters believe 
that Japanese internment during 
World War II was a good idea.

While a part of me is distraught 
that so many people could condone such actions, a 
part of me wants to believe that the way our 
history was written and captured might lead 
people to think that the concentration camps 
weren’t as bad as they actually were. This project is 
an examination of photographs taken during 
Japanese internment by 3 different photographers, 
each with their own biases and reasons for 
capturing the event. In examining these photos, 
maybe we can understand how our history has 
been doctored and spun to justify the actions of 
past administrations.
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Ansel Adams
An environmentalist and photographer, 
Ansel was granted permission to 
photograph Manzanar, a Japanese 
internment camp. He was deeply distressed 
by the injustice of the camps, and subtly 
communicated it through his photos, even 
though he was not permitted to 
photograph parts of the camp like guard 
towers. 

Dorothea Lange
A popular documentary photographer, 
Dorothea captured life in the internment 
camps from the very beginning of their 
construction. Similarly, she felt keenly the 
injustice of the camps and communicated 
this through the tragic and desolate quality 
of many of her photographs.

Francis Stewart
A commercial artist and photographer, 
Francis was hired by the War Relocation 
Authority to document life in the Japanese 
internment camps. Though he worked with 
the WRA for a year, he soon left for 
“personal reasons,” which are speculated 
to have been a form of protest against the 
things he witnessed during that time.
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An environmentalist and photographer, Ansel 
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and subtly communicated it through his photos, 
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Visualization by: Laura An

Sources:

Library of Congress’ Ansel Adams's 
Photographs of Japanese-American 
Internment at Manzanar Collection

University of California’s Calisphere Japanese 
American Relocation Digital Archives (JARDA)

YouGov Poll “Approval for Historic Executive 
Orders” 
https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumul
us_uploads/document/ps6zskmuwy/econTabR
eport.pdf


