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BACKGROUND
Penn can be a very pre-professional environment for students, but there are actually a number of resources available for students interested in a public interest career path as well. The goal of this 
project is to make visual and - by extension - to make visible the variety of student involvement in public interest and nonprofit career paths.

Data used to create this visualization was garnered from the Penn Summer Internship Database, an online resource available through Career Services that consists of information on Penn 
students’ past summer internships. The data provided is self-reported and largely focuses on the past year of 2014, totaling to 1,477 student submissions. The database itself includes all catego-
ries of summer internships, so I narrowed my search with the term “non-profit” and by looking at the “Government” job type category. My results totaled to 220 student submissions. To give a 
comparison within the database, there were 219 student submissions under the “On-Campus Recruiting” category for how students found the internship. With over 50 majors represented in my 
data sample, I narrowed them down to a more accessible 14 categories. Similarly, I narrowed location by Philadelphia, Non-Philadelphia U.S., and International.

The Penn Summer Internship Database includes search parameters such as student contact information, student major, employer name, location of internship, how the internship was found, 
industry, and job type. Access the database at http://www.vpul.upenn.edu/cgi-bin/dbsearch.pl/careerservices/pcn/summernetworksearchdb.cfg.
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