
FORMS 
 
//////// 
DISSECTION / ANALYSIS  
> Who made it 
> How it was made 
> Where it came from 
> Why it came into being 
 
Annotation / close reading of... 
e.g. painting of Shakespeare with symbols revealed 
e.g. movie title sequence 
e.g. the SPY masthead and where they all went 
 
Single thing, broken into parts… 
e.g. explosion of an iPod 
 
How it works...  
e.g. a pipe organ 
e.g. the death circle machine at the circus 
e.g. autotune 
 
Behind the scenes of… 
e.g. how an art piece gets installed  
e.g. how they made a war scene — how it was choreographed, all the different people involved  
e.g. all the different people who work at Pixar and what their different roles are 
 
Jargon / Vocabulary of... [Glossary] 
e.g. explanation of function of all the random people named at the end of the movie 
e.g. notations people use at different restaurants for different kinds of customers  
 
Obscure / hidden rhetoric of… 
e.g. rhetoric of object placement 
 
Quotes about / reactions to... 
e.g. nine high-school kids tell you why they’re objectivists 
 
Primer on… 
e.g. Jay-Z basics 
e.g. what you have to know about Ayn Rand 
e.g. map of the Star Wars saga 
 
Inspiration behind… 
Influences upon… 
e.g. Todd Selby’s house board 
 
Timeline / History of… 
e.g. history of Nintendo 
e.g. gay kisses on television 
 
Hierarchy of... 
e.g. the NYC greenmarket system 
 
Supply chain / provenance of ...  
e.g. where they get all the ingredients at a sushi bar 
e.g. where all the Greek objects in the Met are from 
 
Twelve reactions to... 
e.g. quotes from cadets at Annapolis re. Top Gun 
 



Re-writing of... / update of... 
e.g. curator expert update on Alfred Barr’s art chart 
 
Alphabet of... 
e.g. what each letter stands for (J is for joint) 
 

TEXTUAL / NARRATIVE ANALYSIS  
Word cloud: How often something is said 
 
Word tree: strings of related / proximate words 
 
Plot / character diagram 
e.g. the evolving plotline of General Hospital / Law and Order 
e.g. the history of Star Wars 
e.g. map of character relations in Gravity's Rainbow 
e.g. all the different actors who played one character in Chicago 
 
Abstract visualization 
e.g. music reviews coded by positive and negative words 
e.g. the first lines of novels by adjectives used 
 

//////// 
CONTEXT /  RE-ORGANIZATION 
> Things like the object  
> Things different from the object  
> The genre in which the object lives 
 
Types / kinds / categories of... 
e.g. different types of head butts preferred by each player 
e.g. unreliable narrators 
e.g. shaggy dog jokes 
 
Family tree of…  
e.g. literary logos 
e.g. detectives over time 
e.g. rap names 
 
Straight comparison of...  
e.g. Madison Square Garden v. Barclays Center 
e.g. shows on Lifetime v. shows on Spike (and what it says about gender) 
 
Informal comparison of...  
e.g. bathrooms at various movie theaters 
 
Historical comparison / now v. then / first v. last... 
e.g. analysis of Tom Brokaw’s first broadcast v. his last broadcast 
e.g. Madonna v. Lady Gaga 
 
Wacky comparison of... 
e.g. the rock stars for weed v. rock stars for booze 
e.g. timeline for Elvis v. timeline of Vietnam 
 
Anatomy of…  
e.g. a standup routine 
e.g. (more literal) metaphors arranged by related body part 
 
Periodic table of… 
e.g. periodic table of cusses 



 
Genealogy of…  
e.g. Barr’s art chart 
e.g. dubstep  
e.g. American public intellectuals 
 
Every single... 
e.g. the color of the sky every day calculated by the position of the sun, over the course of a year 
e.g. all the dogs that ever won the medal of freedom 
e.g. all the black Presidents in film 
e.g. all the people I spoke with in a single day 
 
A bunch / small collection of...  
e.g. breakfast machines 
e.g. self-help diagrams 
e.g. polish film posters 
 
The sub-sub-genre of... 
e.g. style tribes 
e.g. movie posters that all look exactly alike 
e.g. magazine covers with babies on them 
 
The typical...  
e.g. the hipster handbook 
 
Recurrences of...  
e.g. recycled book cover images 
 
Re-appropriations of...  
e.g. songs sampled by Girl Talk 
 
Remediations of... 
e.g. photographs of television 
 
An existing group re-organized by…  
scale, length, duration 
e.g. all the rivers in the world, by length 
 
color 
e.g. wired magazine as a bunch of color circles from the covers 
e.g. bookshelf by color 
 
relative intensity (little / lot / more / most) 
e.g. time phrases organized by their relative proximity to now 
 
component parts 
e.g. a beach scene, set in order  
 
Composite of... 
e.g. all the streets of NYC, centered 
e.g. all the Playboy magazine covers as one cover 
 
Montage of... 
e.g. all the car chases in James Bond, made into one car chase 
The X in... 
film 
books 
television 
painting  
music 



American culture 
e.g. Harley Davidsons in movies 
e.g. literary birds 
e.g. the afterlife in movieland 
The most [X’d] items 
e.g. the most shoplifted items in the world 
e.g. the most faked / counterfeited items in the world 
e.g. beer consumption across the world 
 
Stage a debate on... 
e.g. how to pronounce the word “niche” 
 
Best and worst / Heaven and hell of...  
 
A tribute to...  
 

//////// 
PAST TIME / CHANGE 
 
Evolution of… 
e.g. video game controllers over time 
e.g. Paul Newman’s career, over time (and who he worked with) 
e.g. the movie kiss (c.f. story about sex scenes getting more ordinary in books)  
 
This time last summer/year/decade… 
e.g. one year ago / five years ago / ten years ago this was the top book on the list 
 
This always happens… 
e.g. summer song always drops off in the last week of August 
 
This never happens… 
e.g. the last time a book was at number for one this long was... 
 
This has happened before...  
e.g. this is #1 now, here are the other times that this person was #1 or was on the list (and how long they 
took to fall) 
e.g. this is #1 now, here are some other things written by similar authors (e.g. tv hosts / chefs), and how they 
did 
e.g. this #1 now, here are some other things with similar characters (e.g. Jason Bourne), and how they did 
 
Growth of… 
e.g. computer storage devices over time 
 
Reconstruction of... 
e.g. here’s how Winter’s Bone won the Oscar 
 
Excavation / Archaeology of... 
e.g. one New York  block, over time 
 
The road to... 
e.g. all the ways in which the television show Heroes was promoted, across platforms 
e.g. the road to the Super Bowl  
e.g. the machine behind the Oscars 
 
The top ten... 
The past ten... 
e.g. here are the two or three things have been dancing at the top for a long time 
e.g. here are the top 10 things (e.g. bestsellers)  in this category over a period of time (e.g. the past year) 
 



Before / After... 
e.g. before and after vacation pictures 
 

//////// 
PRESENT TIME / SERVICE  
 
Guide to... 
e.g. the Met’s new wing 
 
Combinator / recipe for… 
e.g. you have X liquor... make X drink 
e.g. you have X eggs... make X breakfast 
e.g. you have X clothes... make X costume 
 
Dashboard for... 
e.g. what is closing this week 
 
How to decide on / I have a problem, help me fix it... 
e.g. so you have to choose a font 
e.g. should you take a freelance job 
 
How to navigate... 
e.g. how to get money from your deadbeat freelance client 
 
How to watch... 
e.g. election debate drinking game 
e.g. what to look for at the front row fashion shows 
 
How to succeed at… 
Tip / trick for…  
e.g. how to win at sliders 
 
How to build / make... 
e.g. a kite 
 
Checklist for... 
e.g. spotters guide to the conventions 
 
What to know about... 
Classics of... 
Benchmarks of... 
Things you ought to know already... 
e.g. the childrens’ books you ought to have read already 
Possible / hypothetical scenario / What if we...? 
e.g. suppose we got rid of the bronze?  
 
What happens when... 
e.g. Geek love: did you like Dungeons and Dragons as a child 
 
Directory of... 
e.g. where to watch the World Cup, by team and by drink 
 
Best of... 
Grades for... 
e.g. movie theaters ranked by popcorn quality 
 
How to pronounce... 
 



//////// 
SYSTEMS 
It’s a network / conspiracy... [web diagram] 
e.g. all of Lance Armstrong’s investors 
 
It’s a small world... [circle pointing chart] 
e.g. same set of curators moving from museum to museum 
 
it’s a system...  [process chart] 
e.g. how a book gets made  
 

//////// 
MAPS 
 
Real... 
e.g. USA by use of “soda” vs. “pop” 
e.g. NYC Goya bean map  
 
Mental... 
e.g. tell us the neighborhood you think you live in 
e.g. extended neighborhoods (bars that belong in Williamsburg) 
 
Imaginary...  
e.g. Saul Steinberg or Maira Kalman 
 
Showing only... 
e.g. map of a neighborhood showing only the powerlines  
e.g. map of a neighborhood showing only where the halloween pumpkins are 
e.g. just the subways of every metro area, scaled correctly 
 
Narrative...  
e.g. path of a man walking around the block twelve times and what happened to him along the way 
e.g. map showing where you made out with your wife 
 
Landmark-based... 
e.g. map showing all the mentions of places in American Psycho 
e.g. map of New Zealand’s film industry 
 
Re-organized... 
e.g. all the rivers in the world by length 
e.g. all the streets in New York, centered 
e.g. all the states in the U.S. re-labelled as nations of similar size 
 
Route-based... 
e.g. where Feltron walked over the course of a year 
 
One thing, across the city / country / world 
e.g. What red symbolizes throughout the world 
e.g. John Doe generic names in different languages 
 
Body / object-based 
e.g. mapping New York onto the brain 
	  


