
Trends in Total Reported Sexual Assaults in New England Campuses (2008–2013) 
 
I began studying and organizing data in Excel and looked for patterns in the assigned Boston 
Globe report, "Sexual Assault Reports Climb at the Area Colleges," released in October 2014. I 
collected additional information about the schools, such as location and acceptance rate, from 
other Internet sources (US News, Niche, Cappex, The Princeton Review, and college sites when 
necessary, including Lesley.edu and Amherst.edu) in order to find as many trends as possible. I 
toyed with several ways to present the information, but decided to base the graphic on found 
trends that revolved around the total number of reported assaults documented from 2008-2013.  
 
After doing some basic math, one can see that The Boston Globe report shows that ten of the 29 
New England schools had 50 or more total reported assaults from 2008-2013. In the graphic, the 
size of a school's circle is proportionate to the number of total reported assaults, and the "top ten" 
schools are set apart with a large white number of their total reported assaults. Within these top 
ten schools, I found that there were four trends that often appeared to be factors: selectivity (x 
axis), percentage of students living on campus (y axis), rural location (indicated by green color), 
and presence of division 1 sports (D1 symbol). Additionally, I included symbols for university-
recognized Greek life and Roman Catholic affiliation when applicable, because I found it 
interesting that these two factors did not seem to affect the number of reported assaults. It is 
important to realize that this data merely represents the number of reported, on-campus sexual 
assaults, therefore explaining why schools with high on-campus housing typically had higher 
numbers of reported incidents. These numbers do not account for the immeasurable number of 
unreported and off-campus incidents. This graphic was completed for a school project and no 
misrepresentation or incorrect information is intended. 
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