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The Fight for Women’s Reproductive Health in the U.S.!!
Description!
! Most believe that there has been a steady increase in support for women’s reproductive 
rights since the Roe v. Wade decision in 1973. However, there has been a recent backlash 
against women’s rights in the form of state-level legislation which aims to restrict women’s 
access to healthcare. For example, there have been more state abortion restrictions enacted 
from 2011 to 2013 than in the entire preceding decade. (https://guttmacher.org/media/
inthenews/2014/01/02/index.html). Furthermore, although abortion is technically legal in the 
U.S., there are so many financial, social, and physical barriers that the ability of certain 
disadvantaged groups of women to access safe and affordable services is severely limited and 
in some cases completely restricted.!
! The goal of my project is to highlight the legislative shifts over time of access to 
contraception and abortion services for women in the United States. I would like to examine 
variables such as: !
- the distance a woman has to travel to obtain an abortion depending on where she lives!
- the cost of abortion services depending on the type of healthcare a woman has!
- the reasons women name for having abortions!
- the number of new laws enacted that restrict access to abortion services!
- the number of new laws enacted that increase access to abortion services!
- the number of abortion providers per state!
I would also like to trace how these variables have changed over time. !
! !
! The purpose of my project is to present clearly the data surrounding women’s access to 
healthcare in order to determine whether we are experiencing a backslide in terms of women’s 
rights or not.!!
Data Sources!
https://guttmacher.org/media/inthenews/2014/01/02/index.html!
http://www.prochoiceamerica.org/!
http://www.prochoiceamerica.org/media/fact-sheets/birth-control-family-planning-title-x-fast-
facts.pdf!
https://www.guttmacher.org/media/presskits/abortion-US/statsandfacts.html!
https://www.guttmacher.org/pubs/fb_induced_abortion.html!
http://www.abort73.com/abortion_facts/us_abortion_statistics/!
http://www.ourbodiesourselves.org/health-info/u-s-abortion-history/!!
Resources!
There are a lot of data and many articles online about abortion statistics across the world and 
across the United States. However, so far I have not found many visualizations of data. I have 
seen mostly diagrams and tables, and some color-coded maps comparing statistics between 
countries and states. 
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